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Baviko reason to believe that the brief Memoir of 
Whitson*s Life^ which was compiled and published by 
the late Mr. Oeorqs Symes Cat cot t^ will be an 
acceptable appendage to the present Edition of the 
" Pious Meditation," / have accordingly subjoined it^ 
with the addition of some farther particulars which I 
have been enabled to collect^ and which appeared likely 
to be interesting^ as they are illustrative of the good 
citizen^s religious views and character. The preamble 
to his WtlU especially^ seems to me to breathe the 
genuine spirit of christian piety : it will scarcely be 
read without exciting a feeling of high respect for 
the memory of the excellent man by whom it was 
dictated^ and I am encouraged to hope thai the influence 
of its perusal m/ay not terminate in an admiration barren 
and unfruitful. Surely there is nothing more congenial 
to a free and generous nature than to dwell with delight 
upon a portrait such ew this before us^ nor can any 
thing be better calculated to produce the happy effect of 
lighting up and feeding within it the flame of an honour- 
able and virtuous emulation. 

J.E. 

B 



THE AGEB CHRISTIAN'S 



ffinui ffavt\»tU 



TO THE WORLD AND ITS VANITIES. 



Since it has pleased Almighty God, of his great mercy 
and goodness, to afford me a long time of pilgrimage, and 
whereas my toul is long since cloyed with the tedious va- 
nities of this life ; I begin to feel a willingness to depart, 
and leave this tiresome wilderness, that I may arrive at 
that happy Canaan, where only I hope to find rest. But 
ere I depart to my long* home, I have a CTeat desire to leave 
«,me monument of Ij good-wfll to* lLr-=omer, , tlmt 
what my long experience has taught me, may turn to the 
profit of those, whose early years have not as yet afforded 
them such plenty of observations. And since it is cus- 
tomary for men to bequeath to their posterity the goods of 
fortune, and not to bury them with them, why should they 
suffer that which is more precious to die with them, and not 
communicate, for the instruction of others, some part of 
the knowledge and experience wherewith time has en- 
riched them? 
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Though the portion of my understanding cannot be 
much useful to mankind; yet I have endeavoured to re- 
present, in this little treatise, the miseries and inconveni- 
ences of this life, together with the reasons that make me 
so willing to leave it ; and, like a guest that has his desire 
satisfied, be content to give thanks and depart ; that, by 
viewing this treatise again and again, I may learn every 
day more and more to be weaned from the world, and pre- 
pare myself for my change, which I expect of God's 
mercy every hour. 

The principal reason that makes me so much desire to 
leave this world, is, that I have seen enough, if not too 
much, of it ; like the traveller, who having viewed the 
city thoroughly, and become acquainted with the manners 
thereof, desires (after he has finished his observations) not 
to loiter there any longer. And why should I linger 
here, where there is no new thing for me to see ? Since 
all things in the world have been long since familiar to 
my eyes, and I am weary every day to see the same things 
again ? ** Tlmt which is done^ is that which sliall be 
done ; and tlutt which hath been, shall be ; and there is 
no new thing under the sunJ* As in the compass of 
one day and one night we see all the course of time, and 
whatsoever foUoweth is but the same that goeth before ; 
so in the circuit of a few days, a man, if he be not idle, 
may read all histories, in observing the rise and fall of 
the ambitious, the pride and atheism of great ones, the 
incursions and revolutions of States by the change of 
Princes. Whatsoever occurrences seem strange, they are 
but the same fable acted by other persons, and nothing 
different from those of elder times, but in the names of the 
actors. Who would wonder at the present contentions of 
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bretlireiii that has heard of Caix and Abel ? of Esau and 
Jacob ? of Solomon and Adonijah ? of Bassianus and 
Saturnius, Roman Emperors ? Or at the fall of great 
ones, who has heard of the fate of Achitophel, Haman, 
imd Sejanus ? Certainly the volume of one life would 
afford as great a variety of examples, as the long volumes 
of antiquity, if we would be diligent to mark them : so 
that they can be compared to nothing fitter than to a wheel 
ever turning in the same motion. How can I choose but 
be weary of viewing a tedious repetition of vanity, which 
in many years at length becomes a torment ? As was 
well figured by the Poets in the ball of Sisyphus, whose 
greatest misery was the renewing of his labours. The 
iteration of things, ever so sweet and deUghtsome to us, 
will prove at length a continued succession of wretchedness 
and vanity ; nay, trouble and vexation of spirit. Where 
the unsettled mind is never at rest, but tossed from one 
desire to another, it finds content in none. As a sick man, 
whose fever makes him weary of all things, desires to 
change his bed, and shift his side, persuading himself of 
more rest by that means ; yet the altering of his position 
seldom produces any other effect than the increase of his 
pain : so, miserable man, growing weary of one vanity, 
longs for another ; and, having gotten his desire, is no less 
discontent, but still craves and wishes, till oft-times he 
wishes his own destruction, and presses on, like Phaeton, 
in the fruition of his own folly. Too often has it grieved 
me to behold men following their own destruction and 
perdition ; yea, enraged with them that would interpose 
counsel or authority upon them, till they have embraced 
their own confusion by their wishes. Yea, so miserable are 
some, that wittingly and willingly they run upon their own 
destruction; like Plint the elder^ who, knowing the 
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danger ct Momtt Vesmioy would T qifaire bo i^jh tiie 
smoke, that he was swaHowed up of it. 

These niefiil sights, so fireqnent in mj olnerratioiiy ksre 
offended me, and now at length made me quite weaiy ; so 
that I desire nothing more than the hour of mj freedom 
out of this prison of mortality, and dismi^on finom a theatre 
of wretchedness. But before I go and depart from hence, 
the Farewell I pronounce to the whole world, and aU the 
vanities thereof, will ease my heart of its burden, and 
confirm my soul in its wearisomeness of tiiis bondage, and 
a wiUingness to be dissolved. 

Attend, therefore, ye lovers of this world! and ye, whose 
eyes and experience have not as yet been clearly opened ; 
attend, I say, to the dying speech of an aged and wom^ut 
man, willing to impart the benefit of his long observation, 
before he finish it with his life I 

I. Farewell, in the first place, to Riches, Wealth, and 
large Endowments ; the idols of earthly minds, and gro- 
veling affections. It shall not at all trouble me to depart 
from you, the unnecessary burthens of life, and the clog 
of all spiritual desires. How grievously have I seen men 
afflicted in the prosecution of you ; and yet more miserable 
in the enjoyment, than the greatest beggar in the want of 
you I They have not fared nor slept the better, nor en- 
joyed any portion of content or quiet, nor taken any 
delight in the glory and respect attending their riches ; but 
the more they have raked up, the more unquiet and dis- 
tasteful have been their lives. So justly is avarice plagued 
in itself, that I know not whether be jgreater, the sin or 
the punishment : for as it is far more miserable to be 
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drowned in sight of shore, and starve in the greatest 
plenty of yictualsi than simply to perish either way ; sa 
much more wretched is he that wants what he has, and iff 
a beggar in his greatest abundance, than he that begs from 
door to door. This evil is like the dropsy, that plague o£ 
Tantalus, and is so far from bringing other pleasure with 
it, like other vices, that it can bear no better comparison 
than to that languishing disease, and hellish torture. Yea, 
more miserable should I deem it than either of these, by 
how much the easier it is to be remedied, as it is voluntarily 
embraced : For the dropsy cleaves necessarily to the per- 
son so afflicted, and Tantalus's punishment is a fatal doom 
upon him, not to be avoided or removed, and therefore 
deserves pity: but the covetous madman wilfully afflicts 
himself; and though he may be cured by his own reason,, 
yet he chuses rather to suffer his affliction ; like a fool sit- 
ting too near the fire, that might be presently relieved by 
removing his seat, but had rather turn his side, and shift 
his shins, and be scorched till he roar, than move one foot 
from his place I Or, like a wretched merchant, that in a 
long voyage homeward, having spent all his victuals, will 
rather starve than open one basket in his extremityi 
though he be owner of the goods I God keep me from 
Quch dotage ; I had rather want riches, than not know 
how to use them } and be poor indeed, than feel all the 
smarts of poverty, and yet be rich. Yea, I have learned 
to esteem the abundance of riches to be but a more bur- 
thensome kind of life, where they are possessed ; for they 
rob a man of his quiet, and take away his time, either in 
the account of them, or in the disposing of them. For 
what care is there to be had of rents I What caution and 
wariness to be had of bad debtors I What fear of losses 
9^d casualties I What distrust and suspicion of our best 
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friends I What vigilance and diligence, tliat we be not 
over-charged in our bargains I What grief if we be over- 
thrown in our suits, and vexed with fines and amerce- 
ments I To be brief, what toil and weariness throughout 
our whole lives ! Either we are troubled with getting, or 
cumbered with keeping, or afflicted and heart-broken with 
losing, and never at rest, paying or receiving. 

Farewell again and again to these thorns. I thank my 
God for the provision he has lent me ; that it was compe- 
tent and not superlative ; not so large, as to disquiet my 
peace, nor so sparingly small, as to afflict my life with 
want or fear of creditors. Of what it has pleased Al- 
mighty God of his great mercy and goodness to allow me 
over and above my own necessities, I have been no un- 
faithful steward of Christ, nor uncharitable to the wants 
of my poor brethren. I speak from the confidence of a 
sincere heart, and not fantastically, being no ways con- 
scious to myself of any injustice, or of negligence in the 
employment of my talent. I stand ready to give up my 
account, when it shall please God to call me ; desiring to 
be discharged of my trust, and to be at rest with him. 

II. Farewell, in the next place, to Honour and Pre- 
ferment, the glorious bubble of human vanity, the bladder 
of pride, and self-advancement. — How many excellent 
spirits has the weak admiration of these toys and trifles 
bewitched and seduced I How many noble and virtuous 
dispositions has it diverted from the path of true praise, into 
the way of proud ambition I It is a moth that breeds in 
the finest cloth, a worm incident to the best complexion : 
and did it but deprive and not destroy, it were more toler- 
able ; or, if it would be content with part of our hearts, and 
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not engross the whole, it were less culpable, since aspiring 
16 natural. But there being no mean in it, it sets the whole 
man on fire, and carries him headlong with a torrent of 
passion through violence and sacrilege, through rivers of 
blood ; innocent or guilty, it makes no matter, so it may 
reach to the top of its desire. It blinds the eye of reason, 
and will not suffer us to distinguish friend or foe, father 
or mother, wife or sister ; but if they stand in the way, 
ambition will drive over them. It deprives our lives of rest, 
and suffers no stay in any fortune ; but (like a wheel) is 
ever in a whirling motion. Content has no greater enemy, 
nor sleep a more professed adversary. The triumph of 
MiLTiADES would uot suffcr Themistocles to close his 
eyes, as Plutarch relates ; neither will the waking dream 
of glory cease to the ambitious, till they sleep their last. 
Most miserable then is the condition of those whom this 
restless disease has taken in their pilgrimage through the 
world. 

Though the blear-eyed multitude may judge them most 
happy, no man shall persuade me, that Alexander and 
CiESAR were not most wretched in their laborious pursuit 
of this shadow : for how were they cast from one part of 
the world to another I How tedious were their journies 
to find out their own punishment, their dear-bought 
victories, their glorious titles! If you but mark their 
wearisome trouble and anxiety, their continual fears and 
dangers, the guilt of so much innocent blood shed by them, 
their miserable fever of ambition, the pitiful manner of 
their deaths (being pricked like bladders in the height of 
their tumour) you will easily be of my opinion, and think 
nothing less happy than this seeming happiness. — I thank 
G0D9 I was bom in a lower sphere, lived in a meaner 

c 
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pr c fei i u enty and of mn inferimr degree. No other honor 
remains for me to aspire to, than the honor of the saints 
in hearen : this I dail j hJxmr for ; and although I am 
content to wait lor the hoar, whidi Almighty God shall be 
pleased to appoint for m j dismission, yet mj soul longa 
earnestly to be crowned with this celestial honor. 

IIL Farewell Pleasures and carnal Delights, snares to 
be avoided in our earthly pilgrimage ; the quick-sands 
whereon so many young men have suffered shipwreck. 
Though God's providence has hitherto kept me from your 
dangers, yet, whilst I am on my journey, I cannot be 
altogether so safe, even in my advanced years, as to think 
myself exempted from the power of your chains, because 
they have not had a predominance over me. — For a soldier 
may be foiled at the end of a battle, and a player disgraced 
in the last scene. Till the end of my life be shut up, and 
the victory finished, I cannot but fear mine enemies, and 
stand close to my banner. How many has my woefrd ex- 
perience been witness of, who have forsaken their coloius 
in the very close of the day, and (after a manful and 
victorious fight in the heat and strength of temptation) 
have fiedled and given over in the cool of the evening, and 
lost the crown of their labour. It is at the end of our race 
(as Salanto said well) that we should increase our speed, 
and exert ourselves more at that time, by how much the 
more eager our adversary waxes, seeing the gaol is nearly 
won. 

It is a melancholy reflection, that we can look dangers 
boldly in the face, and endure the stoutest shock of ad- 
versity, still keeping our ground ; and yet are so weak 
against the childish enticements of pleasure and wanton- 
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nessj as to give up our weapons without striking a stroke t 
How ridiculous, how cowardly a carriage is this, that pelds 
to the weak enemy, and resists the stronger I That can 
endure the greater labour, and faints at the less ! How 
should I wonder to see a soldier returning from the victory 
of the enemy, to be beaten by a child I To see an armed 
man run away from a naked cripple I Sampson, who was 
80 strengthened by the Spirit of God, that he tore a lion 
like a kid, and slew a thousand men with the jaw-bone of an 
ass, was not able to resist the weak temptation of Dalilah's 
eye ; but yielded himself over, at her entreaty, into the 
hands of his enemies I — And David, who slew the lion 
and the bear, and overthrew the great Goliah with the 
same defence, could not withstand one look of Bathsheba, 
but gave up his chastity at the first onset, and his innocence 
without any resistance I So pernicious is the nature of this 
evil, that it denies our reason its sovereignty, and deludes 
our intellect, by casting such a mist before its eyes, that 
we take one thing for another, and Satan for an angel of 
light. This does plainly appear by the sorrows that follow 
upon it, which argue that we are seduced, and betrayed 
against our wills, to give up the freedom of our souls for a 
moment of pleasure. Our eyes being opened, we see our 
own nakedness, and rue the folly of our judgments, that 
parted with our integrity in favour of our corrupt appetite. 
No vice is more dearly bought, none harder to be avoided. 

But grant. Lord, that I may avoid the pill of enticement 
by a speedy departure from the enticer ; and let my soul, 
good God, fly from the allurements of harlots, leaving my 
garment rather than my body in their power. And keeping 
my soul unspotted, I trust that I shall ascend to that 
mansion of true and eternal delights, where He sits. 
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in whose presence there is fulness of joy, and at whose right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. Oh, gt>od God, 
hasten lAj journey thither, and teach me, in the meditation 
of those joys, to despise these earthly follies. 

IV. Farewell Knowledge and earthly Wisdom; the 
dream of self-conceit ; the smoke of vain-glory ; the blast 
of vanity, which has puffed up many 'till they swell beyond 
their just dimensions, and burst asunder. The unprofit- 
able desire of these bereaved our first parents of Para- 
dise, and deprives a number of their posterity of their only 
happiness left, viz. content and tranquillity : For when 
the insatiable thirst of science enters, the soul is lost. 
What perpetual disquiet is it, to long for higher and 
stranger novelties, and never rest 'till we be confounded 
in the multitude of our own inventions ? We rest not 'till 
we have the causes ; nor in the causes, 'till we have the 
principles ; nor in the principles, 'till we have entangled 
ourselves in the cobwebs of our own reason. — From sen- 
final objects, we advance to things intellectual ; from 
things intellectual, we pass to things supernatural; 'till 
the speculation become too difficult for us, and spoil the 
sight of our eyes by too much brightness. We are not 
satisfied with the toilsomeness of grammar, the subtilty of 
logic, the smoothness of rhetorick, the sweetness of 
music, the exactness of geometry, and the curiousness of 
astronomy ; but further still we go, 'till we have tired 
ourselves with tedious studies in philosophy and contem- 
plation of learning, 'till we fall into a dropsy by this 
thirst of science, and never cease drinking, 'till we have 
drank up ourselves. " TTie eye is not satisfied with see- 
ing^ nor the ear with hearing^^ (saith the Preacher) much 
less certainly is the mind with understanding. There are 
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many so deluded with a depraved fancy, as to make science 
the end of science, and out of a fond opinion heap ques- 
tion upon question, never ceasing to make doubts and 
distinctions ; to make knots and undo them, whereby they 
ensnare themselves, and mar others. Of such vanity were 
the schoolmen guilty ; bewitching too many men in for- 
mer and later times, to the consuming of their bodies, and 
wasting of their strength, in unprofitable trifles, deserving ' 
reprehension. What vanity more unprofitable than this ? 
What life more unhappy ? This moth consumes the richest 
gifts of nature, and frets the purest metal of the soul ; 
envenoming sometimes the whole frame of it, filling it 
with madness and distraction, and extinguishing the light 
of reason with too much ventilation. To those that are 
80 unfortunately addicted, let me commend the words of 
Solomon, "/ti much wisdom is much grief ; and he that 
increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow^* — The more we 
understand, the more we perceive the want of imderstand- 
ing ; the further we discover our own weakness, the more 
grief we procure. As Socrates was wont to say, by the 
continual addition of knowledge, " He came to know this 
one thingj that he knew nothing.^* And Democrates, 
who lived one hundred and twenty years, and had spent 
most of them in study, professed at his death, that he did 
then begin to know ; and that it grieved him to leave his 
learning when he had but the first taste of it. The igno- 
rant sort of people enjoy a kind of happiness above the 
learned, in that they know not their unhappiness. The 
years of our childhood and youth are more pleasant to us 
and freer from incumbrances, than our older age ; because 
persons then discern not what they need, and therefore 
take no care to get it ; nor are troubled with a fore-sight 
of their wants before they feel them : But as time pro- 



18 THE AGED CHRISTIANAS FINAL 

ceeds, and knowledge increases, so our life grows every 
day more troublesome. We perceive, by experience, the 
inconstancy of fortune, the difficulties of the world, and 
take care to prevent necessities before they come. We 
read every day of new examples of miseries ; and see new 
rocks to beware of, and new dangers to stand in fear of. 
Whatever ben^t accompanies our knowledge, we are sure 
this evil attends it, that it fills us fuller of doubts and fears, 
and vexes us with anxiety of mind. The subject's life is 
indeed more happy than the prince's ; the serving-man's 
condition is easier than his master's ; the passengers in a 
ship have more quietness than the pilot, because they have 
less to care for ; they fear not dangers, and therefore are 
not incumbered with the thoughts of them. As a man in 
necessity does not in his sleep feel the sting of his sorrow, 
but when he awakes he awakes to the sense of his misery ^ 
sa all the sons of Adam, (heirs of this wretchedness) are 
happier in this sleep of ignorance, than in the light of 
great knowledge. Therefore, though we hear Solomon 
commending wisdom, and preferring it before ignorance, 
as light before darkness ; yet we are sure darkness would 
better agree with our infirmities than Ught, because they 
are fitter to be covered than looked into. We then shall 
find knowledge to be a comfort to us, and science will be 
felt, as well as attained, after we are loosed from our mortal 
state. For having put off the rags of our earthly prison, 
and being washed from our natural pollution in the blood 
of that Lamb which takes away the sins of the world, and 
placed in the glorious body of the Church triumphant, 
in whom is no spot or wrinkle ; how will it delight 
us to survive our vanity as well as errors, and rejoice 
in the presence of God I Then shall we know, as we 
are known, and see no more the shadow of things 
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through a glass^ but face to Jhce. We shall behold 
the naked essence of all creatures ; the windows of 
our eyes shall be opened, the doors of our senses broken 
up, the middle wall of our body removed far from us» and 
our souls freely use their native vigour, being no longer 
obstructed and hindered by the bodily organs. This 
knowledge now remains for me, and I am grieved to be 
withheld from it. I have had enough, and too much, of 
the sorrowful and unprofitable knowledge of the things of 
this world, though never acquainted with the labyrinth 
of study. I have seen the uncertainty of fortune in the 
reigns of our famous Princes, the troubles of the state, the 
changes of great ones, the wonderful rising of some, and the 
sudden fall of others, the alteration of time and manners, 
the inconstancy of opinions and fashions, the interchanges 
of peace and war, the most exorbitant and devilish 
enterprizes undertaken with equal secrecy and subtilty , the 
ruin of pride and hypocrisy, the confusion of policy, and 
the overthrow of falsehood. I have been a Representative 
Member in many Parliaments, where I daily learned new 
lessons of the world's vanity, and augmented my grief 
together with my experience. More expressly at a late 
meeting, when both the honourable Houses were un- 
expectedly, unfortunately, and very suddenly dissolved ; 
much time being spent, and nothing done, to the world's 
wonder, and to the exceeding grief and discontent of all 
true-hearted subjects. And now the distasteful memory of 
such knowledge, and the unpleasing fruit of so many years 
observation, have wrought in me a settled dislike of all 
transitory wisdom, and an earnest desire to be exalted to 
that knowledge, which has no sorrow annexed to it. Bless 
me with the fruition of this; O God, when it shall please 
thee ; and comfort me in the mean time with the medi- 
tation of it. 
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• 

V. Farewell at once to all the outward Blessings of 
Nature, Strength, Health, and Long Life : I go where I 
shall have no need of you ; even to a perfection of blessed- 
ness, where there are no complaints. The small comfort 
you afford in this life, the uncertainty in the fruition, the 
frailty of our delights, have taught me, however you rise 
in popular estimation, to despise and leave you to the ad- 
mirers of vanity. For what is the strength of man, that he 
should glory in it ? Or the arm of flesh, that he should trust 
in it? Man is weaker than multitudes of irrational creatures 
over whom he is created lord. Naked and weaponless 
is he born into the world; no defensive covering, no 
offensive member given him. The serpent has his sting, 
the horse his hoof, the ox his horns, the wolf his teeth, 
the lion his claws, to defend himself ; but man, the 
weakest of all creatures, is sent into the world tender and 
defenceless, altogether unarmed, and nothing but his reason 
allowed for his guard. It is foolish therefore for him to 
vaunt of his strength, and glory in that which is his greatest 
defect. Let the vain boaster of his might consider the 
power of the sublunary elements, which are dead and 
senseless, and of all things the most imperfect, unless by 
mutual aid ; and yet these exceed man in strength, even 
more than his fellow-creatures. — The earth sustains all 
things, and shrinks not ; the water, whose weakness we 
turn to a proverb, bears weighty ships and vessels, which 
no force of ours can stir on land ; the air, driven by the 
winds, rends mighty oaks asunder, and often causes earth- 
quakes ; the fire, stronger than all these, devours and puts 
all it finds into a combustion, and tears what the strongest 
arm cannot, into pieces : But our weak nature is so frail 
and feeble, that we can scarce bear our own weight ; yea^ 
we are often crushed with a poor fall, and bruised with the 
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burden of our own flesh. We can endure neither the heat 
of the sun, nor the cold of the air, nor the sharpness of 
the windy nor the abstinence of two days food ; but our 
strength is broken like a potsherd. How quickly is it im- 
paired with sickness, wasted with age, broken with lust, 
consumed with weariness, and gone away as a puff of 
wind I And yet this is that which young men glory in, and 
boast of; turning an excellent gift of nature, very often, 
to their own destruction ; for we see our notable fellows 
ever straining and attempting difficulties, till they meet 
with something above their strength, and burst like a bow 
with too much bending. Milo was a remarkable example 
of this, whose loins were so strong, and joints so firmly 
compact, that he was able to lift an oak from the ground, 
and bear it upon his shoulder ; but on the confidence of 
his undertaking to pull up a wedge, newly driven into a , 
mighty oak, he was caught so fast by the hand, that there 
he remained crying till the wild beasts found and tore him 
to pieces. Sampson likewise perished by his own strength. 
GoLiAH, upon pride thereof, presuming to challenge the 
whole host of Israel, proved a notable example to 
boasters, being felled by a stone slung from the hand of a 
stripling. Such examples histories are ftiU of : Yea, tis the 
wisdom of God to confound the strong in their strength 
by contemptible men, that they may see the folly of their 
boasting. 

Another sort of people, no less vain, boast of their 
Beauty, to whom I bid the like Farewell, as they must of 
their endowment, which is the most weak and transitory 
of things ; being no other than a mixture of colours, now 
glittering, but soon defaced by a thousand accidents ; 
scorched by the sun ; wrinkled by the wind } withered by. 

D 
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sickness and age, and subject to other casualties. I think 
myself more happj in the want of it, than others in the 
enjoyment. 

As to the two other blessings of Health and Long Life, 
I have my portion in them according to God's good 
pleasure, and am thankful to him for them : Yet I must 
bid them FareweU also ; and am ready to give them up, 
when God shall demand them back. My health he has 
been graciously pleased to continue in the midst of con- 
tagious sickness. I have seen a tfumsand Jhll beside me^ 
and well-nigh ten tlioiLsand at my right-hand^ and yet by 
his goodness only, the arrow did not come nigh me. And 
though my sins deserved no less than others', his providence 
has lengthened my life largely to the time of old age ; 
wherein, though I find some decay of strength, yet he has 
given me health of body, and ability of mind : The sor- 
row and infirmities incident to such a burthen of old age, 
he hath with-holden from me ; and hath not bowed my 
back, nor taken away my eye-sight, nor smitten me in my 
understanding, nor weakened my limbs, nor my senses; 
but has preserved my all entire to me, to do him service : 
Blessed therefore is his holy name. How can I sufficiently 
praise him for his goodness, in that he has vouchsafed to 
bless me from my very infancy, and to be with me from my 
cradle ! — He has prospered all my travels and endeavours, 
and raised me from the dust of poverty to a fortune much 
greater than my father's. He has guided me in the course 
of my worldly affairs, as he did Jacob ; and as wond^- 
fully has been pleased to increase me from a small begin- 
ning. So that the thankful acknowledgment which that 
holy Patriarch took up, would well become me to re- 
hearse : ^ fPtth mjf staffs said he, ^^ passed I over this 
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Jordartj and now I am become two great bands : For I 
taaj truly say, and profess to the glory of God, that with 
my staff I passed over this river Severn, and now am 
risen to a wealthy portion. God has enriched me with 
great abundance, and comforted me on every side. He 
has given me wealth, and the power to use it ; honour, 
and the happiness to value it. And now what have I 
more to desire of him ? but with David, that he would 
vouchsafe to stand by me, and ^^ not forsake me in my old 
agey when lam grey-headed^ till I have shewed his strength 
to this generation^ and his power to those that com^ after 
fue." I desire no longer continuance here than to testify 
my thankfulness to him in the sight of the living ; and 
then welcome that blessed hour, whenever he shall appoint 
to fetch me hence. 

VI. Farewell, in the last place, to my loving and dearly 
beloved Wife, the joy of my heart, the stay and comfort of 
mine old age. Farewell likewise to my beloved friends, 
the solace of prosperity, the comfort of adversity. I have 
found your kindness and affection, in your endeavours to« 
wards my satisfaction. Whether this respect sprung from 
the h&ve of my fortune or myself, it is no time now to en* 
quire. I am very thankful to you, and desire God to re< 
quite you, who by his gracious providence so supplied me, 
that I was never burthensome to you. I am going now 
where I shall have no more need of you j to my long, 
home, the place that is prepared for all the living, from 
whence you cannot remand me back, but where you shall 
follow me at God's appointed time, and take up your 
lodging, together with me, in the house of our common 
mother. — However variously fortune has separated us here, 
we are sure we shall meet there, and dwell together till we 
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be all changed immortal. Let not your minds in the 
mean while be troubled at your loss of me ; ** neither he 
ye sorry as men without hope, for those that sleep in Christ 
will God raise.** The same God who has heard my 
prayers, and will translate me, according to my desires, 
out of this vale of misery to a crown of glory, preserve 
the friendly memory of me in my absence ; but let not 
unreasonable bewailing my departure betray the weakness 
of your faith, or envy at my happy condition, — which ra- 
ther requires assistance thitherward by your prayers whilst 
I am amongst you. Oh I desire of him, together with me, 
that as he has made me willing, so also he would make me 
prepared, to die ; that he would vouchsafe to grant me a 
quiet and peaceable passage, by a natural, active, and 
timely death ; that no lingering and pining disease may be 
the messenger, nor any sudden and violent casualty, but a 
gentle and moderate visitation, which may give me warn- 
ing to be ready, and space to testify my readiness, and time 
to pray for my dissolution : That my senses be not early 
taken from me, nor I bereaved of the use of my tongue 
or speech, before I have performed my last service with 
my members, and declared the praises of God to them 
that surround my dying bed: that my patience be not 
overcome with the pangs of death, nor my constancy with 
the fear of it ; but that I may lay me down in peace and 
rest, with some confidence in Him who has turned the pun- 
ishment of death into the benefit of sleep. 

Finally, let no superfluous cost, or sumptuous shew, 
attend my funeral ; but inter me with that decency that 
becomes a christian, and such solemnity as may witness me 
to have bestowed the greatest part of my goods in my life- 
time, whilst I have power so to do, and not reserved them 
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to make a vun shew at my burial. Let not the multitude 
of mourners, that attend my chest, be an argument of vain- 
glory, and unreasonable expence : I made no mourners 
among the poor in my life-time ; and therefore, whether I 
appoint them or not, I shall have enough at my death. 
Let such as have pinched the poor, and heaped up a great 
^;ore of wealth by injustice, make a glorious trample upon 
their spoils, and recommence a covetous life with a large 
testament : I desire rather to be an eye-witness of mine^ 
own alms, and rejoice in the consolation of my good deeds, 
whilst God gives me life and ability to do them. Let the 
poor be so relieved, as to pray willingly and cheerfully for 
my health, and not rejoice at my death, as the only occasion 
of my alms. And yet I propose, God willing, to leave 
the monument of my charity ; which, being committed to 
your hands, see that ye faithfully dispose thereof ; and let 
not the hope of concealment embolden you to connive at 
defraudings, lest you betray your own souls to undoubted 
destruction. Let my desire be fulfilled, to give every man 
his due, if I shall be found any where indebted. As for those 
whom necessity has made indebted to me, see that ye shew 
mercy unto them, and exact not your due with rigour and 
oppression. Let my former course of life be your exam- 
ple ; yea, rather let the memory of Him that paid all your 
debts upon the cross, keep you from grinding the faces of 
your poor brethren. Remember not to praise me, but 
God, if any blessing has or may redound to any, either 
by my life or death : for I sincerely and truly profess, 
that many great weaknesses and imperfections have been, 
and are, in the course of my whole life. If any offence 
has sprung up between us in matters that are past, let me 
obtain your forgiveness whilst I live, and pass them into 
oblivion afler my death : for sincerely, and from the bottom 
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of my heart, I forgive all manner of grievances and tres« 
passes committed whensoever, and howsoever against me ; 
even as I desire to be pardoned of my Heavenly Father, 
before whom I am sure to appear, and give an account of 
all things done here upon earth. 

And this testimony I leave gladly upon record while I 
am yet in health, that it may appear not to be extorted 
from me by the fear of death. Let your example foUow 
mine ; and, as you are forgiven, forgive freely. Let thia 
last request of your friend in no wise pass out of your 
memory, but testify your thankfulness and love to me in 
the performance of it. 

And so I commit you to his protection, to whose maji« 
mon I am going ; beseeching his love towards you, accord* 
ing to your kindness towards me, and to send me speedy 
relief from this vale of misery. 

I desire that this may be my text at my funeral : Psalm 
XLii. 2 : *^My soul longeth for God; yea^ even for the 
living Odd: when shall I come and appear before the 
presence of OodV^ Oh ! when shall I ascend to the eter« 
nal throne of blessedness, where no comforts are wanting? 
When shall I be covered with the glorious robe of im* 
mortality, and shine in the brightness of* my Redeemer's 
innocency? When shall I behold the fair face of the 
Lord, and dwell in the courts of his holy temple, 
where all tears shall be wiped away from my eyes, all 
sorrows removed from my heart, and all spots and imper- 
fections done away? Where I shall behold the substance 
of my faith, the matter of my hope, and enjoy the presence 
of those mysterious vouchsafements in fiill fruition, which 
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I embraced before imperfectly I Where I shall exchange' 
the drosB of this world for inestimable pearls ; and be no 
more deluded with the shadow of good things, but possess 
the true substance I Where, instead of these earthly riches, 
which moth and rust do corrupt, I shall enjoy the 
heavenly riches of perfect peace and good conscience, 
never to be lost: instead of these false and flattering 
honours, I shall enjoy everlasting glory, and be admitted 
into the fellowship of my Redeemer, to reign with him in 
the kingdom of his Father : instead of vain and momen* 
tary pleasures, I shall be filled with fulness of joy, and be 
rayished with those delights, which neither eye hath seen, 
nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive : instead of this dark and cloudy know- 
ledge, I shall have my heart enlightened with the beams 
of that true light, which lightens every man that comes 
into the world, and be able to descry all things in the 
essence of the Creator, as in a perfect mirror : instead of 
this feeble strength, I shall be endowed with the might of 
Angels : instead of this transitory health, I shall enjoy a 
powerful and immortal vigour: instead of this fading 
beauty, I shall be adorned with the comeliness of Christ's 
spouse: instead of long life, I shall be crowned with 
life eternal : instead of temporal friends, I shall have the 
glorified saints and angels for my companions, and be 
admitted fellow-citizen with them in the New Jerusalem ; 
where, when this corruptible shall put on Incorruption ; 
and this mortal. Immortality ; we shall sing Holy I Holy I 
Holy I Lord God of Hosts. Heaven and Earth are full 
of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord, most High. 

And now, as the hart desireth the water-brooks, so 
longeth my soid after thee, O God : and, O that I had 
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wings like a dove, that I might fly away and be at rest ! 
For whom have I in Heaven but thee ? and who is there 
upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee ? My heart 
and my strength faileth me, but God is the strength of 
my heart, and my portion for ever. 

Quicken then, O Jesus 1 the Son of God, my inward 
man, when my outward man decays, and give me daily 
preparation and patience to abide thy coming ; for thou 
hast promised, in the last words of thy Testament, to conw 
quickly. O stablish thy word to thy servant, and grant 
me my heart's desire. Amen. Even so, come. Lord 
Jesus. 
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John Whitson, the benevolent author of the preceding 
little tract, was bom of obscure parents, at Clewerwall, 
or Clearwell, in the parish of Newland, in the county of 
Gloucester ; in which place it is most probable he received 
the first rudiments of a religious and virtuous education, 
as in his last Will he takes notice of a school heretofore 
founded and erected there, by one Mr. Bell, and be- 
queathed to it £10 per annum. Tradition says, that 
meeting with severe treatment from the person with 
whom he was placed in the country, he crossed the 
Severn with only a few pence in his pocket; and to 
this he seems to allude in his " Kous Meditation,** where 
he says, " With my staflF passed I over Severn, and lo, 
I am become two great bands." It must have been 
about the middle of Queen Elizabeth's reign, that he first 
settled in Bristol, in the capacity of a servant to a wine- 
cooper, in Nicholas-street, and fitted out ships for the sea 
in that' line, and probably had some share in their cargoes 
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and returns. His diligence and honesty gained him so 
much esteem, that he was at length promoted to be first 
clerk in his master's counting-house. In this station, the 
same good principles marked his conduct, the same good 
Providence blessed his honest endeavours. The whole of 
the business laj upon him, which he managed with integ- 
rity, and improved by his skill and industry. His master 
dying, lie continued to conduct the business for the widow, 
who rewarded his diligence and honesty with her hand. 
He now became an eminent merchant, and was chosen a 
member of the Corporate Body. He served the office of 
Mayor in 1603, and again in l6l5, in his house in Saint 
Nicholas-street. How well he approved himself to his 
fellow-citizens, may be estimated by the honour conferred 
on him, in choosing him to represent the City in Parlia- 
ment, the 2d, the 12th, and the 18th of James the first, 
and the 1st of Charles the First. His serious and pious 
disposition is displayed even in the decorations of his 
house, which now remains with many scriptural inscrip. 
tions in the rooms, on the pictures, &c. The chimney- 
piece in the great room, as was the custom in those days, 
was large, and ornamented with a profusion of carved 
work } over it, the arms of Queen Elizabeth, with two 
Latin verses : 



QUI LEO DE JUDA EST, ET FLOS DB JESSE, LE0NE8 
VBOl-EOAT £T FLOBES, ELIZABETHA, TUOSL 



On the left side of this b ^ f On the right side this. 
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KON EST MORTALE QUOD OFTO. ("\ EST MIHI GRATA 8ALU8. 

EST MIHI DULCE MOHL 

On his picture, still remaining, appears the following 
verse from the Psalms : 

MUNQUAM DSSFERABO DE MISERICORDIA TUA, OOMINE. 
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r During his Mayoralty in 1603, the plague raged in Bris- 
. tol, and S,600 persons died of it between the 28th of July, 
1603, and the SOth of February, l604, as appears by a 
manuscript still preserved in the Chamber of this city. 
This good Magistrate, like the benevolent Archbishop of 
Marseilles, stood to his post, and gave every assistance to 
the distressed citizens in this time of danger ; this he has 
alluded to with the utmost modesty in the Tract, where he 
says, *^ My health he has been graciously pleased to con- 
tinue in the midst of contagious sickness ; I have seen a 
thousand fall beside me, and well nigh ten thousand at my 
right hand, and yet by his goodness only, the arrow did 
not come nigh me/' 

At length, fatigued with public business, he resolved to 
retire from the noise and bustle of the world, to prepare 
himself for the journey he was shortly to take to a better. 
At this time he composed this *^ Pious Meditation, or Fare- 
well to the World." As he had acquired his fortune by 
application and industry, so he was careful not to squander 
it away in useless shew and idle vanities. He lamented 
the profligacy of his nephews (for he had no children then 
living) and having learnt from their own mouths their in- 
tentions of dissipating his fortui\e, he came to the resolu- 
tion of leaving it to charitable uses, which was occasioned 
by the following incident: 

As he was one day employed in his private closet, he 
overheard his nephews loudly conversing in the adjoining 
room ; he found the subject of their discourse turned 
on himself, and the great fortune they were to inherit 
at his death ; at the same time declaring their intentions 
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of spendiiig it like f entieinen of fcshion, in pleasurable 
and expensive pursuits. The good old gentleman, upon . 
this, burst in at once upon them, and with an honegt in- 
dignation told them, that since he heard from their own 
mouths their resolution with respect to his fortune, they 
ehould now hear his : that he had long been witness to 
the vicious and abandoned course of life they w^e getting 
into, and had often remonstrated to no purpose against it ; 
that they now stood self-convicted, and to prevent the 
infamy they might entail upon him, llie public, and them** 
selves, by such irr^ular excesses, he was determined to 
put it entirely out of their power. Accordingly he made 
his will the 22nd of March, 1627, and left the bulk of his 
fortune, after his wife, to charitable uses, as therein appears 
and on his monument is recorded. 

He married three wives, the first Bridget, who had 
one daughter, of the same name, by her former husband 
Trenchard, and two by him, viz, Catharine and Ann, 
all buried in St. Nicholas Crowd. His second wife was 
Magdalen, and he married late in life, thirdly, Rachael, 
whom he left executrix to his will, giving her his house in 
St. Nicholas-street, all his plate, £400 in money, a third 
part of £3000 the residue of his fortune, his small pointed 
diamond ring and his chain of gold; and charges her 
faithfully and religiously to execute his will, leaving £3 
per annum to repair the church of St. Nicholas, and 20s. 
for two sermons, one on the 7th of November, for ever, 
that being the day when he was stabbed by Christopher 
Callowhill with a knife, which went through his nose 
and lip, into his mouth, but without the effect of killing 
him, as intended ; which attempt on his life was made by 
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reason of his liaying given an award in dis&vour of the 
said Christopher Callowhill, in a matter of debt» 
which was referred to him (as an arbitrator) to settle. 

Thus we see to the last moment this pious man intent 
upon preserving a sense of religion upon the mind, and 
acknowledging how much we are under the care of a 
superintending Providence. 

His charities to poor lying-in women are so seasonably 
and well applied, his school for breeding up poor girls, his 
loan-money to poor tradesmen, and exhibitions to poor 
scholars, are all so judiciously planned and executed, that 
the Public still continues to be benefitted by his charitable 
institutions and donations : whilst the profligate and spend- 
thrift heirs are left to lament their folly, in threatening to 
dissipate before-hand, what they were only in expectation 
of, in all the boundless waste of riot and excess. 

It is worthy of remark, that on the 24th of March, 
1634, a petition of William Willett, a sister's son of 
Alderman Whitson, was presented by him to the Cor- 
poration, for some gratuity out of his uncle's estates, for 
his preferment in life ; and they ordered him 100 marks, 
as a free gift out of those monies applied for such good 
uses as the Mayor and Aldermen should approve. 

This most excellent man had left him on his Will £5 
per annum^ and his mother £10 per annum, and a third 
part of his residuary estate between them. 

There is a neat monument to his memory in the Crowd 
of St. Nicholas Church, in Bristol ^ his figure large as life, 
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in a recumbent posture, leaning on his right arm, in his: 
alderman's gown ; is well carved and painted, on a hand- 
some arched tomb, with square pyramidal pillars on each 
side, and over him a table with the following inscription : 

9fn iBUtnotji of 

THAT GREAT BENEFACTOR TO THIS CITY, 

JOHN WHITSON, Merchant, 

TWICE MAYOR AND AXDERMAN, 

AND 

FOUR TIMES MEMBER IN PARLIAMENT 

FOR THIS CITY; 

WHO DIED IN THE 72d YEAR OF HIS AGE, 

A. D. 1629. 

A WORTHY PATTERN TO ALL THAT COME 

AFTER HIM! 

Out of his several estates he bequeathed as follows : — 

PES ANMUH. 

£ 9. d. 

To Fifty-two Child Bed Women 59 O O 

To the Red Maids* Hospital 180 O O 

To the Redcliff Free School 8 10 6 

To the Merchants* Almshouse 86 O O 

To poor Scholars at Oxford SO O O 

To poor Housekeepers 58 

To poor Widows 86 O O 

To St. Nicholas Church 3 

£WT 10 6 
^500 to the use of Merchants and poor Tradesmen^ interest free. 

He was buried the 9th of March, 16299 in the same 

.grave where his three wives and daughters lie, which is 

close before the monument. He was hurt by a fall from 
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his horse, which was supposed to have hastened his deaths 
and being Captain of the City Trained Bands, they at- 
tended his interment, and performed the usual honors over 
his grave, according to military custom. 

G. S. C. 



In the preface to the preceding Memoirs Mr. Catcott 
informs us, that the tract of Alderman Whitson had 
already passed through three editions, and that it was first 
published in 1729 by the Rev. Thomas Ford, then Canon 
of Wells, from a manuscript of the author's in the pos- 
session of the late Richard Haynes, Esq. of Wick, in the 
county of Gloucester. Mr. C. says he felt himself in- 
duced by powerful motives to lay it once more before the 
public. In former editions a very imperfect account had 
been given of the author, a defect which he had endea- 
voured to supply from the best information he could obtain, 
" but the lives of private men,*' he observes, "have biit 
few materials. We look with pleasure on the portraits 
of benefactors who have distinguished themselves by 
" acts of public virtue or private munificence ; we collect 
" with anxious solicitude every little trait of private life 
" and domestic manners which may render such portraits 
" still more dear to us. By contemplating the meritorious 
** actions of others we are led to a desire of imitating 
'* them ; that desire will, in a good mind, produce effects 
" suitable to the purity of the source from which they 
spring. May the extensive benevolence and unaffected 
piety, which breathe throughout this little tract, inspire 
the reader with an honest zeal to imitate as nearly as 
possible the good works of its author I 
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" Heroes and Statesmen are handed down to posterity 
" by the pen of History. The actions of private men are 
« rather remembered than recorded ; moving within an 
" humble sphere, the active benevolence of the private 
" citizen is known only to a small circle. However 
"amiable his manners, however indulgent his charity, 
" they impress themselves only on such as are connected 
" by the ties of friendship or obligation. Such remem- 
** brances as are preserved by gratitude or cherished by 
"affection, are obliterated only with life, but life soon 
" passes away. Time is continually effacing from our me- 
" mory even recent events, and casts an almost impene- 
" trable veil over those that are more remote. Two cen- 
" turies have nearly elapsed since the pious author of this 
"* Farewell' held a distinguished rank in this city. — 
" Though his charities sufficiently recommend him at this 
" day as the humane friend and liberal benefactor, yet of 
*^ his private life and manners there are but few memorials* 
"Such,** he proceeds, **as I have been able to collect I 
" now give the public. It is no small satisfaction to trace 
** the progress of virtue and industry, from a low and 
" almost obscure beginning, to stations of honour and con- 
" sequence.** 

Of the Tract he professes to say but little more than 
that it is the work of a good man, and being almost the 
last act of a long life spent in well-doing, that it may be 
considered as the testimony of a good conscience in regard 
to himself; and, to his fellow-citizens, the most valuable 
legacy he could bequeath them. 

The edition to which Mr. Catcott refers gives 
nothing more than a copy of the "Farewell/' pre* 
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ceded by a . dedication, in which the £ditor says he 
begs leoFe to tender the ensuing little Treatise con- 
taining the moral observations and pious reflections of an 
eminent Benefactor to the city. He further informs us 
that Richard Hatnes, Esq. had made a large . collection 
towards the History of the City of Bristol, and being 
willing that this monument of his love and affection to his 
native place should be still carried on, had consigned to 
him and ^another friend the digesting and publication of 
his papers. This task the Editor appears reluctant to 
undertake, but he sends t&rth the ^^ Pious Meditation," 
of which Mr. Hatnes had taken a copy, in order, as he 
presumes, to publish it in his great work*. ^* It seems," says 
the Editor, " to have never yet been communicated to the 
" world otherwise than by a few erroneous transcripts, 
** which reaches not the intention of the author, for it is 
" observable from the first paragraph, that he designed it, 
^ like his other legacies and benefactions, to extend to as 
'* many as possible, which is only to be done by the method 
** of dispersing it from the press. 
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By what unhappy fate,** he proceeds, " it has lain so 
long neglected and concealed in an useless obscurity I 
shall not now enquire. I am persuaded that it is not 
yet too late or unseasonable to publish a piece of such 
excellent morality, which by falling into many persons' 
^ hands may happily gain the attention of some, and im- 
print a right judgement and estimate of things on their 
minds, and so contribute to the reclaiming a loose and 
profligate generation, to whom 'he being dead, yet 
speaketh' the eternal truths of revelation, confirmed by 
his long observation of men and things. 
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*^ And as it was the composition of a layman, it' may 
** perhaps meet with a better reception amongst such 
*'a-la-mode gentlemen as are unreasonably prejudiced 
*' a^nst the exhortations of the Clergy, as if they pro- 
** ceeded from partiality to their cause, more than an 
" honest regard to truth. 

" I forbear,*' concludes the Editor of this first edition, 
to say any thing at present concerning the character of 
the person who compiled this treatise, because he will 
** hereafter require an honourable mention in the annals 
" of the city, both as he wag a worthy member of the 
** Corporation, and also upon the account of his great 
" and well-directed charities." 






ADDITIONAL MEMOIRS 



COLLBGTBD 



BY THE REV. JOHN EDEN. 



HUMANUM NEBfPE HOC EST, UT JEORE PATIAMUR NOS QUICQUAM NESCIRE 
DE IIS QUJE AMEMUS. IPSJEQUE RERUM MINXTriJE ADEO NON FASTIDIO 
SUNT UT SJEPE IN DELICIIS HABEANTUR. 



Epit, Sadylphi Bathursi 

ad Gut, Ihigdale. 



THOUGH THE GRAVE TERIflNATfiB THE BUSINESS OF LIFE IT DOES NOT 
TERMINATE THE ENQUIRIES OF THE LIVING. 

Bobert HalCt Oration, 



[ 



In addition to the information relative to the good 

Alderman, which has been collected by his former 

Editor, the following particulars may not, I presume^ 

prow altogether uninteresting. 

J. E. 



(901 



In my leanxed friend Mr. Seyer's very accurate and 
valuable Memoirs of Bristol is introduced an anecdote 
highly to the credit of Whitson's disinterestedness and 
liberality. In the years 1594} and 1595 a great scarcity 
prevailed in BristoL At this period Whitson made a pur^ 
chase of grain from Dantzic, by which he might have gained 
a considerable profit, but, " being of a good nature/' he 
generously acceded to a proposal of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city to let them have the cargo at the 
price which it had cost him, contenting himself to receive 
a moderate remuneration for the incidental charges and 
the risk of the adventure. Thi3 grain was sold by them, 
shortly after, at a price which tixough it was still much 
under the rate of the market (so that many pecks mi^ 
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half-bushels were purchased by the citizens and hj them 
given to the poor) produced to the said Mayor and 
Aldermen a clear profit of £774. 

At the period alluded to, the Gaunt's Chapel being in 
possession of the Corporation was used by them as a ware- 
house for corn in times of public scarcity. 

That Whitson entertained enlarged and liberal views of 
commerce and of the true interests of his country as con- 
nected with the progress of Geographical knowledge and 
the general advancement of science — and that for the pur- 
pose of promoting these important objects he knew how to 
select men of talent and to encourage rising genius — ^may 
be inferred from another passage which we find in the 
same historian : — " Mr. John Whitson and Mr. Robert 
" Ald WORTH and others, set forth a ship for the discovery 
" of the North-west passage, under the command of 
" Martin Prinne, being then but twenty-eight years of 
" age, who, after, proved a very good seaman in the East- 
" India voyages.'* It cannot but be gratifying to our 
feelings as citizens of this great commercial place to reflect, 
that, at so remote a period one of its most distinguished 
and enlightened merchants was thus attentive to an object 
which must be regarded as nearly allied to our national 
honour and prosperity, and which has recently been en- 
gaging a considerable share of public attention. 

Barrett's History of Bristol records another similar in- 
stance of the wise and generous spirit of this excellent man. 
In page 653 of that work we are informed that ^* William 
" Haywood, an excellent preacher of his time, was bom 
'^ (being a cooper's son in Baldwin-street) in the city of 
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'* Bristol, and elected Scholar at St. John's College, Oxon, 
** by the endeavours of John Whitson, Alderman of this 
*' city (an encourager of his studies) anno I6I6, aged 16. 
'* He was soon made Fellow of that house : afterwards 
** domestic Chaplain in ordinary to King Charles I. In 
** I6S6 he was created Doctor of Divinity, and about that 
^' time became Vicar of St. Giles's in the fields, near Lon* 
'* don, and two years afterwards was made Canon of the coU 
** legiate church of Westminster." It is by no means un- 
likely that the result of Whitson's patronage in the case 
of this young man, whose early talents and character were 
probably first discovered by his discerning eye, might have 
determined him to make the provision which he did in his 
Will towards the support of academical students. — But his 
own good sense, indeed, would not fail to suggest to him 
the necessity of a preparatory course of study for those 
who were to discharge the sacred functions of religion, 
and he must have foreseen the pernicious consequences of 
that presumptuous spirit which had already begun to 
manifest itself, and which, under the pretence of building 
its sole reliance upon the influences of the Spirit, affected 
to despise established forms of discipline and the patient 
gradual process of academical education. Being himself 
persuaded that the religious principle is the bond of public 
and private happiness and indispensable to the individual 
and social welfare of mankind, he deemed it his duty to 
give his support to those institutions which are established ^ 
for the instruction of the Ministers of religion. Under 
the influence of this conviction and from sincere respect 
for the Universities of the land, which he rightly regarded, 
with hk Cotemporary Camden, as nurseries of genius and 
noble monuments of the munificence of our ancestors, he 

G 
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leavesi among his other benefactions, a bequest in favour 
of poor and dependent scholars pursuing their studies at 
the University of Oxford. 

I am indebted for the next four pages to the liberality 
of Mr. William Tyson, of Clare-street, whose zeal^ 
perseverance, and industry in the collection and pre- 
servation of such records as may tend to illustrate the 
ancient history of Bristol entitle him to the best thanks 
and patronage of his fellow-citizens. 

• 

These extracts are from Addames's Chronicle, an in- 
teresting M.S. now in Mr. T.*s possession : — 

" In 1584 the King of Spain made Embargo or stay of 
all English shippes and merchants' goods in his domynions, 
to the great losse of many men. Of w^*** Bristoll mer- 
chants having not the least, obtained letters of marc to take 
Spaniardes goods, at sea, and thereuppon manned and set 
forth two shippes of warre, the one called the Mary-Jlowrey 
the other the Seabrake, w^^* shippers brought home 2 
prices, (being the first that came to Bristoll) the one being 
laden with sugers, and the other with wheaten meale redy 
grownd, belonging to the king of Spaine his subjects. Mr. 
John Whitson a marchant of Bristoll, (of whome more 
sfaal be writen hereafter) being then part owner of the Mary- 
fimjore^ tooke notice of many great chests of sugers under 
few men's markes, iudged the same to belong unto some 
one or few that were ritch men ; and againe many small 
chests of suger to be of severall markes, w^^* he iudged to 
belong unto poor maryners to helpe theire wages, to the 
reliefe of theire wyves and children. Wherefore with a 
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good conscience dreading God's wrath for violating the 8th 
commandement, in taking from poore men that which they 
had gotten with the sweat of theire browes, to the im- 
poverishing of their wives and children, hee and his wife 
(being vertuons and well disposed people) grieved thereat, 
thinking God would be displeased therewith, and punish 
all such receavers, saying, if there were no receavers there 
would be no thieves : yet concealing awhile theire griefe, 
untill they had receaved, made sales, and profit of theire 
adventure and then manifested the same, by destributing 
all and every part thereof among the poore and almes- 
bowses of every parish throughout this Cittie, Andiurther, 
fearing that God in iustice would punish the owners and 
maintayners of these shippes, sould away his part unto Mr. 
Thomas James. 

" Now see what ensued, one George that was servant to 
Mr. Thomas James, fell asleape aboard the Mary-fiowre in 
Hungrode, and lefte a candle burning by the mast w^* 
put the shippe on fire, w^*** with much difficultie was 
quenched by sincking the shippe, pieces whereof I saw 
brought up with the tide at the Back. In the end she was 
recovered againe, new repaired, called then the Pleasure^ 
and proved a stowt warlike shippe. 

" The other shippe called the Seahrake was fraighted for 
Bourdeaux, made a good voyage, and came to Kingrode, 
for ioy whereof the company fell tipling untill they were 
all drunke, — thought the ship had stroke against a rocke 
and was ready to sincke, where uppon they all forsooke the 
ship, leaving her riding at ancker. That night and next 
day such stormes of winde arose, that shee dragged anckers 
and was driven on shore, and so beaten with tempest that 
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shee suncke in deed : such was the vehemencie of weather 
that no ship or bote durst goe out to helpe her. Many of 
the other adventurers .were afterwards undone, and Mr« 
James had another sore crosse, w^* almost cost him his life. 

" After w«^* time Mr. Whitson would never adventure 
more that way, nor buy or retaine any prizall gt)ods, as my 
selfe can partlie witnesse, being shortly after in his service ; 
and God hath since given a good blessing to his endeavours, 
and our Cittie the better for him." 

1601. " Mr. John Whitson, marchant, purchased of 
Mr. Edward Butler, of London, marchant, to the use of 
the Maior and commonaltie of Bristoll, divers lands and 
tenements, lying and being at Winterbume in the Countie 
of Glowcester, of the yearely vallew in possession of £100 
and upwards, for w^^* he payed £1400, whereof the lady 
Mary Ramsey, y^- daughter of Mr. William Dale, mar- 
chant, (and a Sherrif of Bristoll in anno 1518) gave freely 
£1000 and Mrs. Anne Coulstone, widdow, the wife of 
Mr. Thomas Coulstone, Alderman, deceased, gave £S0O 
and the maior and councell gave £200." 

I6l6. *' This yeare was great question made betweeno 
Mr. Whitson and Mr. James for precedencie, for that 
Mr. James tooke place of Mr. Whitson uppon the SOth 
daie of September. Alderman Whitson having occasion 
to ride into the country for the space of 6 dales did forbeare 
to say any thing thereof at that time, but ymediatly uppon 
his retume hee motioned the matter to the Maior and all 
the Aldermen, being then assembled in the Councell-howse* 
And in respect that Mr. James was not then present, Mr« 
Whitson likewise absented himselfe leaving it wholy to be 
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determined hj the Maior and Aldermen. Whereuppon 
after long dispute, the Maior andseayen Aldermen with one 
consent (viz^ Mr. Hixe, Mr. Vaiveb, Mr. Kedgewin, Mr« 
Hatii«and» Mr. Butcher, Mr. Cart, and Mr. Kitchen,) 
gave the place of precedencie unto Mr. Whitson. But 
Mr. Aldworth and Mr. Egglesfield were of a contrary 
opinion. The reason that the Maior and vij Aldermen 
jeelded for the place of precedencie to Mr. Whitson was, 
for that he was first a Justice of the Peace and Maior before 
Mr. James, and therefore thought it right that Mr. Whitson 
should have the place. Afterwards for the better explaining 
of the case, and to give true light unto the truth, Mn. 
Whitson did put downe the case in writing and sent it 
unto the principal King of Armes, named Mr. William 
Seaoar, Garter, who likewise gave it under his hand 
writing, that the place of precedencie was due to Mr. 
Whitson, the coppie of w^* writing is heere set downe. 
In the end Mr. James yeelded and Mr. Whitson and Mr« 
James were made good freends.'^ 

'* MAISTER SEAGAR's WORDS. 

** A Maior of a Cittie is to have precedency of all other 
'' Aldermen that have been Maiors before him, in regard 
'^that hee is the King's lieu-tennant pro tempore: but 
*' being out of his Maioraltie hee shall goe acording to his 
seignioritie in Aldermanship. If he hath beene twice or 
three times Maior, his reputation shall be the more, and 
'' take his place above all other Aldermen that have bene 
'' but once Maior and nexte unto the Maior present. And 
<' therefore I conclude that Mr. John Whitson bein^ 
'' Seignior Alderman, and twice Maior, shall preceed Mr. 
'* Thomas James by prioritie although Mr. James was the 
** second time Maior before Mr. Whitson.^ 



€€ 
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I6l9* '* In Michaelmus tearme was great controyersie 
betweene the Maior and Councell of this Cittie and the 
bakers, before the Lords of his Maiestie's most honnourable 
privy councell and others, concerning letters patent w^* 
they procured from his Ma^« in the time of Mr, Whitson*s 
Maioraltie, w^^* buisines was prosecuted and followed by 
Mr. Whitson/' 

• 
1628. " Alderman Whitson died with a fall from his 

horse and was buried on Mounday the 9th of March. Hee 

caused an hospitall to be repaired at the Gawnts, and gave 

yearely maintenance for poore maidens to be brought up in 

knitting and sowing, untill they were able to goe to service." 



It is much to be regretted that of Whitson's Parlia- 
mentary life the memorials are so few and scanty. There 
is, however, sufficient reason to believe that his attention 
to his duty as a Representative of this city was steady and 
conscientious, and his conduct in Parliament upright, 
enlightened, and independent. I have examined the 
Journals of the House of Commons at the period of his 
public services, and have had the satisfaction of finding 
the name of Whitson occur on several occasions. From 
these brief notices it appears that he did not always give a 
silent vote but occasionally took part in the debates with 
spirit and decision ; and when he addressed the House it 
was upon subjects with which he must be presumed to 
have been fully conversant — ^upon questions connected 
with the commercial interests of the Country at large or 
the local advantages of the city which he represented. — 
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At that period an important change was taking place in 
the views of men on political as well as religious subjects. 
In Parliament was manifested a more jealous watchfulnes 
over their privileges and a bolder assertion of their inde- 
pendence, and throughout the nation there prevailed a 
livelier feeling of the injustice of those commercial mo- 
nopolies and restrictions which were regarded as operating 
most unfavourably upon the interests of the mercantile 
world. " The exclusive companies, though arbitrarily- 
erected, had carried their priveleges so far that the whole 
commerce of England was centered in London ; and it 
appears that the customs of that port amounted to £11 0,000 
a year, while those of all the kingdom beside yielded only 
£17*000. Nay, the whole trade of London was confined 
to about 200 citizens, who were easily enabled, by con- 
spiring among themselves, to fix whatever price they pleased 
both to the exports and imports of the nation."* 

This was naturally felt by the trading part of the nation 
at large to be an enormous grievance, and while the Com- 
mons were attempting to put an end to it they endeavoured 
also to remove the burthen of wardships as well as of pur- 
veyance. This last was an established, but very unpopular 
and offensive prerogative of the crown, by which the officers 
of the household were empowered to take, without consent 
of the owners, provisions for the King's family, and carts 
and horses for the removal of his baggage, upon paying a 
certain stated price for them. This prerogative had been 
much abused by the purveyors, and in Alderman Whitson's 
first Mayoralty opposition was made in Bristol to the 
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exercise of it^ as appears hj the following extract firom the 
Ist Vol. of the Journal of the House of Commons, p. 185 : 

'* Mr. James, of Bristowe, informeth the House of the 
proceedings of a Purveyor at Bristowe, of the opposition 
made hy the Mayor, and of a letter directed to the Mayor 
from the Officers of the Green Cloth, upon the Purveyor's 
complaint, the copy of which letter he produced, and which 
was read in the House as followeth : — 

*' After our hearty Commendations, 8cc. For as much 
as by yourself and certain other Merchants of Bristoll, an 
Indictment has been framed against John Dowles, Esquire, 
his Majesty's Customer of that Port, for receiving com- 
position upon Grocery Wares, by virtue of His Majesty's 
Commission and other sufficient Warrant on that behalf (as 
it is usual for all other his Highness' Household Provisions) 
in great contempt of his Majesty's most Royal Prerogative, 
contrary to your wonted acknowl^^ment to our late 
Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, of famous memory ; 
although at this time we have spared to send our Warrant 
for you as we have done for the rest, because of your 
necessary residence in that City (considering the present 
sickness and mortality wherewith it is now sore visited, as 
we are informed) nevertheless you must hereafter expect 
to hear from us, to answer your own contempt therein, 
which we hold to be greatest of all, for that you, being 
Mayor and principal Magistrate of the said City, would 
once give consent or suffer such audacious proceedings in 
your Court, the which you ought rather to have suppressed 
and severely punished, than any way to have maintained ; 
as in the sequel you shall hereafter perceive, if in the mean 
time you do not cause good Satisfaction to be made to the 
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wid Mr. DowLES, with acknowlegement of that un- 
advised error, which else must he made a precedent for all 
future Oflfenders, the like heing never attempted by any 
heretofore. And so leaving the matter to your own 
consideration we bid you farewell. The Court of 
Whythall, the 20th of February, 1603. 



*'' To our loTing Friend 

JoH« Whttsomb, Esquire, 
Mayor of the City 
of BristolL'' 



^ Yoor lofing Friends 

'^ William KiiowLSiy 
'^ Edward WoTTONy 
'^ RicHASD Browns. 
*< Earth. FowKSy 
^ Ro. Vbrnor." 



This menacing letter, which does not appear to have 
led to any further consequences, may be regarded in the 
light of a compliment to the character of Whitson, in 
respect both to his firmness in resisting what he held to be 
an injustice and to his humanity displayed towards his 
fellow-citizens at a period of public calamity. 

In a subsequent debate of the House (p. 281 ) the pre^ 
rogative which he thus resisted is spoken of as being 
** in the Kling's hand a golden sceptre, in the purveyors' 
a whip of scorpions.^' 

In 16^, in the debate upon an Act *' for restraint of 
abuses in levying debts for common persons in the name 
and by prerogative of the King" — 

Mr. Whitson : — ** That the formers, whereof himself 
one, are tied to take bonds in the Kling's name but the 
conditions to themselves.'' — Whitson's name appears 09 
the list of the Committee upon this Bill. 

H 
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In the year 1621 (19 Jac. I.) this question of free trade 
was brought on in the House of Commons^ when to a 
speech of Mr. Salter in iirhich he observed, that the Bill 
if carried would take away, the King's prerogative of 
granting corporations^ and would give power to bring 
in tobacco or any other prohibited commodity — ^it .was 
answered by Mr. Alford, that Acts of Parliament had 
been already made against these exclusive companiesi 
through which the Port-towns and our navy were much 
decayed ; that the merchants of London were become the 
farmers of all customs throughout England and would, 
by means of these restraints upon the commerce of other 
places, eventually overthrow them. And Mr. Whitsok 
further observed that, in a degree, . the bad effects of this 
system of monopoly were felt in every place, but that it 
was time to check it and to throw commerce more open, 
'* there being no reason that any free subjects should be so 
restrained." 

The arguments for and against the freedom of trade 
(by which was meant the unrestrained right of English 
subjects to traffic with any part of the world) are stated 
at considerable length in a paper drawn up by Sir Edwtn 
Sandys, containing an abstract of the Report of the 
Committee touching the two Bills (p. 218 Joum. H. C). 
This document sufficiently establishes the importance of 
the question in which Alderman Whitson appears to have 
taken so strong an interest. 

In p. 597 we find him sharing in the debate upon an Act 
to prohibit the transportation of wool into foreign parts. 
— ^He also took part shortly afler in the discussion of the 
question relative to the importation of cattle from Ireland, 
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which some members considered to be prejudicial to the 
interests of this country, as the purchasers carried over 
nothing but ready money. In the course of this debate 
** Mr. Whttson obseryed^ that the merchant that goeth 
into Ireland must needs have above 6s. 8d. in his purse, 
but, in order to this, the English merchant must be 
enforced, to sell his goods at 20 per cent, loss to raise 
money.*' 

In the discussion of questions bearing upon the com<- 
xnercial interests of the country, Whitson appears desirous 
of opposing every unnecessary restriction, and anxious to 
protect, as far as possible, the freedom of the merchant.— 
Thus in the debate on an Act to prevent the transportation 
of any cast-iron ordnance, iron mine and cast-iron shot, 
he submitted to the House *^ that all iron mine was not 
serviceable for making ordnance ; that, in fact, it was 
daily exported and might be so without prejudice.'' In 
the same spirit he delivered his sentiments on the proposed 
Act for prohibiting the importation of com — on that for 
r^ulating the interest of money — and on several other 
occasions ; and though the name of Whitson may not be 
of very frequent occurrence in the Parliamentary Journals, 
yet is it found often enough to justify the assertion that 
he was no indifferent spectator of the business of the 
House, but deemed it his duty to take a share in its con- 
cerns and particularly to watch with jealousy over the 
interests of the commercial world. In a word, he appearis 
to have been '* strongly opposed to monopolies of any 
kind, and to have thought that the capital, skill, and 
intelligence of the people should have a fair field for th^ 
employment." 
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On the meeting of Parliament after the accession of 
Charles L Sir Edward Gyles having moved *' that all 
the members of the House do receive a Communion on 
the following Sunday," and Mr. Coriton having further 
proposed that a certain day should be named for a fast 
among themselves in which Mr. Ptmme moved that the 
Lords should, by a message, be desired to join — '* Mr. 
Whitson and Sir Edward Warder were accordant ^— 
for that there had been no such cause for a fast last 
Parliament as now, in respect of the plague and other 
occasions.'' Thus do we see this good man, in one of the 
last acts of his parliamentary and political life, expressing 
his religious sense of that providence which holds in its 
hands the keys of life and of death : of that overruling 
power by which kings reign and the government of nations 
is controuled. 

Whitson's name appears afterwards (anno 1625) on 
a Committee for examining into the abuses which had 
taken place in Sutton's Hospital (the Charter House) ; 
*^ and so to rectify that which was past, as to provide 
for future." On occasion of the appointment of this 
Committee Sir Ro. Harley moved for an oath to be 
inserted ** that none of the poor or children shall come 
in but freely and candid6." The benevolent and en%ht- 
ened Founder of the Red Maids' School in this city was 
not less likely than the most distinguished of his colleagues 
to discharge his duty as a member of the Committee thus 
appointed for making these important inquiries, and for 
establishing regulations in reference to the future well- 
government of this valuable foundation. 
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Aubrey's notices of Alderman Whitson are very brief, 
and of little importance. In vol. ii, p. 477f ^^ says — 
** when I (Aubrey) was a boy there, (at Bristol) living 
with my father's mother, who was married to Alderman 
John Whitson, who was my god-father, &c/' And^ 
page 382 — ** I remember my old school-master, Mr. 
Latimer, at 70, wore a dudgeon with a knife and bodkin^ 
as also my old grandfather Lyte and Alderman Whitson, 
of Bristowe, which I suppose was the common fashion 
of their days.** 



I have been furnished with the following Chronological 
Notices by the kindness of my friend Thomas Garrard^ 
Esquire, the present Chamberlain of Bristol, the candid 
and willing promoter of every object that may appear 
conducive to the credit and welfare of the city in which 
he fills his useful and honourable employment. These 
memorials will serve as additional proofs of the confidence 
reposed by Whitson's fellow citizens in his talents, zeal, 
and integrity. 

1597- — Whitson went to London for the purpose of 
procuring corn for the Poor; in which he succeeded 
through Lord Chandos. 

1604. — ^Whitson, with Aid. James and Mr. Kitchen, 
appointed by the House to follow the suit for relieving 
the city and its inhabitants from the execution of any 
commission for taking provisions of wine, oil, grocerj-, 
or other foreign commodities within the said city ; and to 
attend the Lord Treasurer and the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, and the King's Council, unto whom the hearing 
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is referred, and to employ such Counsel as thej shall 
think fit : and whatever the said Whitson, James and 
Kitchen shall consent to shall be observed by the city« 

1606. — Whitson requested to travel to London with 
letters for answering and discharging the Merchants of 
Bristol from the payment of the contribution required by 
the Lord Treasurer's letters, directed to the Customs of 
Bristol. 

1607* — ^Whitson and James to deal and take such order 
as they conveniently may, to prevent the execution of the 
Commission for the purveyance of Wines in Bristol. 

1612. — ^Whitson waited upon the Lord Treasurer 
at Bath, with a present of wine and sugar from the 
Corporation. 

1613. — ^Whitson empowered, under the Corporation 
seal, to recover — Ist, The sums of money due to the 
Corporation and Citizens for certain wines, &c. provided 
for her Majesty, (consort of James I.) when at Batlu— 
2nd, Also the money lent his Majesty under his seal. 
— 3rd, To obtain a Commission for apprehending pirates. 
His efforts to recover the amount were not successful 
at this period. 

1614. — He was further requested, with Mr. Thomas 
James, to present a petition to the Lords of the Treasury 
for the repayment, as well as for any additional sum for 
various things provided his Majesty when at Woodstock 
and Oxford. — The Commission for suppressing the pirates 
was obtained, and three vessels were fitted out for sup- 
pressing them in the Severn. 
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In this same year Whitson and James were appointed 
U> present a petition, in the name of the Mayor and 
Commonalty, to the Lords of the Treasury, that it will 
please them to order the payment for the wines, sugars, 
spices, and other provisions which were taken up for the 
Queen's Majesty's Household, at her being at Bath the 
last year. 

1617 f 19th August. — It is this day agreed, with the 
assent of Mr. Thomas Jame^, Alderman, that for the 
avbyding o^ contention between Mr. John Whitson, 
Alderman, and him the said Mr. Thomas James, touching 
their precedence with the Mayor and rest of the Aldermen, 
the said Mr. Thomas James shall take his place next unto 
the said Mr. John Whitson ; provided always that if 
the said Mr. James shall shew any cause hereafter that he 
ought in right to have his place next to the Mayor for the 
time being, then he shall have and enjoy such place as in 
right shall appear to belong unto him. 

I6I8. — Whitson was one of the Members of a Com- 
mittee appointed for employing and setting to work poor 
children of this city. He made arrangements with one 
Edmund Gamage for the employment of children whose 
parents were in poverty : the agreement he entered into with 
Gamage and his Son was satisfactory to the Corporation. 

1620. — ^The monies collected of the inhabitants for the 
Palatinate were transmitted to Whitson and Mr. John 
Gu YE, Members in Parliament for the city, to be by them 
paid to the proper authorities. 

* 

1605. — He was requested to wait upon the Lords of 
the Council, to obtain their consent that persons from 
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London should not be allowed to come to the city at the 
fair. The sickness at the time was raging in London ; 
and the consent of the Lords was obtained. Whitson 
was requested to confer with Lord Arundell and the 
Lord Treasurer, to obtain a lease of the Castle, which at 
this period was the resort of evil disposed persons. The 
Castle and its Precincts were not then within the juris- 
diction of the Magistrates. He was deputed, with two 
other members of the Corporation, to repair to the Court 
to reply to Lord Pembroke, concerning privy seal money 
now to be lent, and to procure a commission from the 
Lord Admiral to suppress pirates within the river. 

1626. — Whitson to petition the Lord Lieutenant to 
authorize the Mayor to appoint a Muster-master, to take 
a view of the men at arms in the city during the winter. 

1626, Sessions, 15th November. — This day, upon the 
motion of Alderman Guye, of the heinousness of the 
fact committed by Christopher Callowhill againstr 
Alderman Whitson, — It was ordered by the whole Bench, 
that the said Callowhill shall have shackles put on his 
legs, and shall be put amongst the common prisoners, if 
the keeper have any suspicion of him. 

1628. — Whitson attended the House for the last time. 



On a review of this good man's character, as far as the 
scanty records that remain have enabled us to appreciate 
it, I believe we shall be justified in pronouncing that it 
was indeed a pattern of every thing that is virtuous, 
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lionourable, and of good report. Throughout the course 
of a long and active life, which was distinguished by many 
public services, and many private acts of beneficence, we 
meet with nothing but what was deserving of our highest 
veneration. To promote the honour of God and the 
welfare of mankind, by countenancing and supporting 
establishments for the instruction of youth : to afford 
seasonable aid to the efforts of honest but unsuccessful 
industry : to extend relief to the mourning widow and 
the helpless orphan : to uphold the cause of religion, 
by contributing to the decent support of those who are 
preparing for its ministry,— these were among the im- 
portant objects which engaged the thoughts and called 
forth the liberality of this truly excellent character. After 
having lived a life of respectability and of usefulness as a 
faerchant, a magistrate, and a senator, he closed it by an 
affectionate and interesting bequest to his feUow-citizens 
and the world, leaving in the reflexions which he has 
called his " Farewell'-' a memorial of his piety towards 
God, and his good will to man. Of the merits of this 
little treatise, as a composition, it is not necessary for me 
to speak. It is evident the sensible and pious writer did 
not intend it should go out into the world as a specimen 
of fine writing. He appears t^ have had no other view 
in drawing, it up than that of expressing his gratitude to 
divine Providence for the blessings he had received, and 
his readiness to resign them whenever it should please 
that Providence to summon him away. He had sat down 
thankfully at the feast which had been liberally provided 
for him, and, as a sa^fied guest, was prepared, when he 
should be called upon, to leave his place and quietly to 
retire. Such is nearly his own language in the preamble 
q{ this serious and impressive address, in which he takes 

J 
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a view of the Bererat objects tbat occupy the utxioQl 
thoughts and stimulate the rertlesa e^^neaa of muv 
Under the respectire heads of vealthg honoursi pleasure^ 
learnings strength, health, long life^ and worldly eon* 
nexions, he considers the Tain» unsatis&ctory, and fat^ 
carious nature of the advantages on which men generally 
place so large a share of their affections^i and condtudea by 
expressing his earnest desire to exchange that porti<Ml 
of them which had hHea to his lot, for the unseen but 
imperishable blessings of another state of being. The 
strain of this little work is plaintiye hut not querulQus) 
the writer is thankful for the talents which have been 
entrusted to his care, and ready to resign them into the 
hands of his Lord. Having run his course, he is, like 
others of God's faithful servants, desirous to be dissolvedf 
and to be admitted into that happy society where sU is 
harmony and peace. 

It is not improbable that this wise and enlight^ied man* 
who had been much in public life and had marked the 
gradual progress of political feeling, must have anticipated 
the impending stcmn which soon, after his death sproad 
its ravages over his devoted country; and that he was 
willing, ere this melancholy period should arrive, to hide 
his head in the quiet and silence of the graye^ To the 
mutual jealousies and exai^erations which finally broke 
out in open violence, and mvolved the nation in a long 
and sanguinary civil war, he makes no obscure aUusi<m 
in that passage of his *^ FAa£W£i.i«.^ in which he q>eaks 
of the ** unexpected, unfortunate, and very sudden diar 
solutioft of both Houses of Parliament, to the world^s 
wonder, and the exceeding grief and discontent of all true* 
hisarted subjects.** Thus, he sayi^ he had daily learned 
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new lessons of the world's vanity, and augmented his 
grief together with his experience. He had witnessed the 
uncertainty of fortune in the reigns of famous Princes, the 
troubles of the state and the changes of great ones, the 
alterations of times and manners, the inconstancy of 
opinions and fashions, — '^ and now,'' he proceeds, ** the 
distasteful memory of such knowledge, and the unpleasing 
fruit of so many years' observation, have wrought in me 
a settled dislike of all transitory wisdom, and an earnest 
desire to be exalted to that knowledge which has no 
sorrow annexed to it." And who that has read the sequel 
of that calamitous reign would hesitate to pronounce this 
good man happy in having been spared the sight of thole 
afflicting scenes which afterwards ensued. What classical 
reader who has contemplated the events which preceded 
and those which were subsequent to his decease, will fail 
to apply to his timely removal that striking passage of the 
Roman Orator, in which he speaks of the death of 
L. Crassus — 



*^ It remptiblicam coius secuH suntf tU mihi non erepta 
L. Cbasso a Diis immartalibus vita^ sed danata mors e$se 
videatuT. Non vidit Jlagrantem hello patriam^ nan 
ardentem invidid seruxtum^ non iceleris nefhrii pfincipes 
eivitaiU reos, non deniqus in omni genere defbrmaiam 
eitUatemJ* 
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Here followetli so much of the last Will and Testament 
of John Whitson, as concemeth the good and charitable 
uses therein mentioned, viz. : — 

*' Sn ti^t name 0( ^dtif 9men^ The seaven and 
twenteth day of March in the yeere of our Lord God 
(accordinge to the computation of the Church of England) 
IG27 and in the third yeere of the raigne of o""* Sove- 
raigne Lord Charles by the grace of God of England, 
Scotland, Fraunce, and Ireland Kinge, Defender of the 
Faith, &c. I, John Whitson, of the City of BristoU, 
Merchant, being whole in body and of pfect memory 
(thanck be to Almighty God) callinge to my remembrance 
the worde of the Prophet Isaiah warninge Hezekiah to 
putt his house in order, for that he should ' die and not 
live }' and consideringe the frailety and instability of all 
humane flesh togeather w^^* the certentie of death of all 
fleshe and the uncertente of the Houre thereof when it 
shal be — Doe make and ordaine this my Testam^* con- 
tayninge my last Will in manner and forme foUowinge, (viz.) 

** First and principally I comend my Soule unto the 
Grace and mercie of Almighty God my Heavenly Father 
and Creator, and to his blessed Sonne Jesus Christ my 
Saviour and Redeemer, and to the Holy Ghost my Com- 
forter and Sanctifier, three Fsons but one onely God in 
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Trinity and Unity, unto whom be rendred as is due all 
praise power honour maiesty and glory both now and 
for evermore. Amen. W^* Jesus Christ I doe faithfully 
beleeve was crucified uppon the Crosse as well for my 
sinnes as the sinnes of the whole world. And I doe 
further beleeve that the same Jesus Christ came into the 
World to save Sinners whereof I confesse myselfe to be 
a principall sinner. By whose Death and Passion ohely 
I hope to be received into his everlastinge Kingdome, 
there to raigne w^ Him in ppetuall happjmes, and to 
receive full remission and pdon for all my sinnes onely 
by his free mercy and goodness, who is alwaies ready to 
helpe all those that doe faithfully call uppon his holy name, 
and hath mercy sufficient in store for all them that doe 
unfaynedly beleeve his holy Gospell, frameinge theire 
lives accordinge to the same as neere as it is possible for 
flesh and blood to doe. 

"Secondly — I committ my Body to the Earth from 
whence it came, earth to earth, dust to dust, in hope and 
certaine assurance of the resurreccon both of Body and 
Soule unto everlastinge life, w^*"- body of myne I doe 
appointe to be buried in the Crowde of the Church of 
St. Nicholas w^^'in the city of Bristoll, without any 
supfluous charge or pompe, as neere unto the bodies of 
my deerely beloved Wife Bridgett Whitson and of my 
Daughters Bridgett Trenchard, Katherine Whitson, and 
Anne Whitson, and of my no lesse lovinge and beloved 
Wife Magdalen Whitson, lately deceased, as conveniently 
as the same may be.** 

And, in another part of his Will, he leaves a sum of 
money to the Feoffees of St. Nicholas' Church Lands; 
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a proportion of wkich is to be paid yearly for twx> sen^oiiB 
to be preached in the same church before the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the city and other devout people thereto 
resorting ; the one upon the feast day of SU Simon and 
Jude, and the other upon the 7th dar of November 
yearly for ever ; upon which 7tb of November in the 
year of our Lord God 16^ he was violently assaulted 
by one Christopher Callowhill, who having a naked 
knife in his hand stabbed him therewith, through the nose 
and lip into his mouth, thinking to have killed him : the 
occasion that moved thereunto being (as he conceived,) 
for that by virtue of an order out of his Majesty's High 
Court of Chancery directed unto them and Mr. Alder* 
man Gut, for the ending of certain controversies long 
depending in suit in the same Court between the said 
Callowhill and one William Trestram, they (in 
consideration of the weak estate of the said Callowhill) 
did order that he should pay unto the said Trestram 
£20 only, whereas, indeed, they found he owed him £48 
due debt. The which Sermon he dedicates unto the 
service of Almighty God, in remembrance of his thank* 
fulness unto the Divine Majesty for his great deliverance 
from so eminent a danger. 



The following account, which was rendered to tiie 
JBxectttors by Alderman WHirsoN'a widow, of the exp^ices 
akt^id^nt on his funeral, &c. may not be uninteresting.—* 
It flhould be observed that by far the largest portion of its 
amount consists of l^ades to his domestics and friends 
and of bene&ctions to the poor. 
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Dishursments about the FtmeraU^ 
IN MAmcH» 4^ 1699. 
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gound8 75s. «• •• •« .« •%««•• 4 5 1 

Fossott Id. poore Jn^ 98. T^se quilU4d« trejned 

bands i$6* •• ^, ^^^ .^ •« •«. 695 
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Gurses 19d. Messenger to Aimet IM» Letter^ 
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And here it may be worthy of remark that the testa- 
mentary benefactions of this good man were only sequels 
and, as it were, codicils to the acts of charity which he had 
practised during life. Had it been otherwise — ^had the 
charitable bequests of Alderman Whitson been the first 
evidences which he had given of his desire to benefit his 
fellow-creatures — then indeed might ** the last Will and 
Testament of John Whitson, as concerneth the good 
and charitable uses therein mentioned,'' have been 
justly regarded as a very equivocal proof of a charitable 
disposition : we might even have been authorized to speak 
of it in the language of Isaac Barrow, as an '* unwilling 
willf** and as an offering without being a sacrifice. But 
it was not so, for the posthumous provisions which he 
made for the indigent were but supplementary to the 
deeds of mercy which he had exercised during life ; the 
consummation of that which had been begun in the period 
of his health and vigour. And it was this consideration 
which seemed to justify the honest testimony which, in his 
interesting ^* Farewell,*' he has not hesitated to bear to 
the genuine character of his own charity ; where he de- 
clares his determination not to be accounted among those 
who ** would recompense a covetous life with a large 
testament," and desires rather to be an '< eye-witness of 
his own alms, and to rejoice in the consolation of his good 
deeds, whilst God shall give him life and ability to do 
them." 

In this there is admirable feeling and excellent good 
sense. The worthy author of this treatise entertained 
wise and rational views on this important subject and the 
considerations he hath suggested are well deserving the 
attention of those who, having it in their power, tohUe 
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living, to be in this way useful to their fellow-creatures, feel 
tempted to defer the expression of their good-will to that 
period when the provision which they may make for the 
wants of others will appear an extorted rather than a 
voluntary act. 



Mr. Richard Smith, Surgeon, and Mr. Henrt SMirH^ 
Solicitor, both of this City, and descendants of Alderman 
Whitson, have presented to the Treasurer and Feoffees 
of his Charities some articles of dress, namely, a pair of 
gloves of ceremony and a ring, which formerly be- 
longed to their venerable ancestor.* These are carefully 
preserved by them with a sentiment of decent and natural 
respect. Such circumstances may to some, perhaps, 
appear trifling and unworthy of notice : but in fact they 
are not so. For whatever becomes associated with the 
remembrance of departed worth, acquires from such 
association a value and importance which it may not have 
in itself. Whatever brings us in contact with times that 
are past, and with characters which we ought to esteem 
and venerate ; whatever raises in our minds an image of 
departed piety and virtue, or calls up the recollection of 
dignified and honourable conduct, and is consecrated by 
its alliance with that which is pure and virtuous and of 
good report, should be preserved with holy observance 



* A very costly pair of elegant gold enamelled bracelets are also 
in the possession of Mr. Richabd Smith^ and will (I understand) 
probably be added to the other donations. 
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and religious care. Woe to that man who can view with 
an eye of indifference any objects^ however inconsiderable 
in themselves, which are thus connected with the memory 
of the wise and good : which revive the salutary im- 
pression of their example, or the grateful recollection of 
the services which they have rendered to their feUow- 
citizens. Woe to such a man ; for he has willfully cast 
from him pregnant 8ource8 of mental improvement, and 
strong incentives to generous conduct : he has turned 
away from that which might have awakened within him 
noble ai^irations, and called forth the latent energy of 
many a virtuous sentiment. 
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Mwemur^ nescio quo pacto^ lacis ipris in qmbui eorum^ 
quos diligimus avi admiramur^ adsunt vestigia. 
Me quidem ipsce illce nostrce AtheruB turn tarn 
operibus magnifidSf exquisitissimisque antiquorum 
artibtis delectant^ quam recordoHane mmmorum 
virorum^ ubi quisque sedere^ ubi disputare sit solitus 
studioseque eoruin etiam sepulckra contemphr. 

Cic. DE LsQ. 



A sentiment of respect for tha memory of this worthy 
man suggested recently to the Treasurer^ Mr« Alderman 
Daniel, and the other Fec^ees of his Charities, the pro^ 
priety of erecting a more becoming monument in the place 
of that which had been long standing in the portico of the 
parish church of St. Nicholas, in this city^ This el^ant 
structure, when finishedt was visited by the Treasurer and 
Feoffees and other members of the Corporate Body, on 
which occasion the present Editor of the ^^ Fajwwbuu^ 
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deliyered a discourse before them, the text of which was 
taken from the II. B. of Kings, 23 c xvii v. — *< It is the 
Sepulchre of the man of God,'' 

From this discourse he ventures to introduce the foU 
lowing extract : — 

" When the King of Judah had asked respecting the 
prophet^s monument, << What title is that that I see ? the men 
of the city answered him, it is the sepulchre of the man of 
God/' And should not we also be justified in answering 
the enquiring stranger, in the same language, respecting 
the monument of that venerable character which we have, 
this day, under our consideration? Does not that 
character also correspond with the description thus briefly 
summed up in a few simple but expressive words ? For 
what in fact is understood by the desig^tion ** The man 
of OodV* Is it not one who is approved of God, one 
who is labouring to become like unto God — one who like 
Enoch walks with God, and like David sets God always 
before him— one who gives all diligence to promote the 
safety, peace, and prosperity of that church which was 
planted by the Son of God ? And who that attentively 
considers the whole character and conduct of this worthy 
man in his relation to God and to his neighbour ; — ^who 
that considers the uses to which, living and dying, he 
ievoted his time, his talents, and his fortune ; the manner 
in which he discharged the duties of his high station ; the 
firmness with which he administered justice and arbitrated 
between his fellow-citizens \ the integrity, the zeal, the 
devotedness of his life to the public service ; his piety at 
home, his honour and uprightness abroad ; who that takes 
an attentive survey of the character of Whitson, as it may 
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be collected from the memoirs which we possess concerning 
him, or as it is detailed with simplicity and candour in his 
Meditation, and in the preamble to his will, and in the list 
of the numerous charities which were founded hj his wise 
and enlightened liberality : who can review all this without 
acknowledging that he is most deserving of the title which 
is here applied to the prophet which came from Judah, and 
that the structure which we behold is the sepulchre of the 
man of God?*' 



** The honour which we bestow upon the memory of 
the virtuous dead ; the reverence which we pay to their 
sepulchres, and the care with which we preserve them 
from injury or desecration, these are doubtless the ex- 
pressions of a pious and ingenuous feeling, nor will they 
be unacceptable in his sight before whose throne are the 
spirits of just men made perfect. But let us remember on 
what terms they will be acceptable ; let us ever bear in 
mind that it will not avail us to have *' built the tombs 
of the prophets, and garnished the sepulchres of the 
righteous," if there have not at the same time been raised 
up in our own bosom an holy emulation of their virtues. 
The pure and apostolic church, of which we are members^ 
hath been careful to lead our thoughts to this important 
inference, when, in one of the most impressive prayers of 
her liturgy, after blessing the holy name of God for all his 
servants departed this life in his &ith and fear, she teaches 
us to beg his grace so to follow their good examples, that 
with them we may be partakers of his heavenly kingdom* 
This was the great lesson which our divine Instructor and 
Redeemer had himself most affectingly conveyed; for 
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when by a simple and interesting parable he had drawn 
from his captious and reluctant hearer an avowal of his 
approbation of the kind and benevolent conduct of the 
good Samaritan, he did not suffer him to depart without 
first pressing upon him the duty of applying the instruc- 
tion to himself, — " Go,'* said the Redeemer, and profit by 
the example ; *^ Go, and do thou likewise/' 



The monument of Alderman Whitson, an engraving of 
which accompanies the present edition of his "Farewell,'' 
was executed by Mr. T. Clark, of this city, and reflects 
great credit on his talents as a sculptor. The restoration 
of the beautiful altar-piece in the Mayor's Chapel is 
another striking specimen of Mr. C.'s abilities and good 
taste, as well as an instance of the judgment and right 
feeling of that respectable body, under whose auspices this 
admirable piece of ancient sculpture has been thus beau- 
tifully restored. Nor can I allow myself to leave unnoticed 
the elegant little model of the Bristol High Cross which 
has recently been compleated by the same artist, under the 
directions and by the order of the present Chamberlain 
of the city, a gentleman who is honourably distinguished 
for his love of antiquarian research } for his sagacity 
in the discovery, and his zeal in the • preservation of 
such objects as possess an interest and commend them- 
selves to our r^^d ly their connexion with the days that 
are past. 
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These efforts to preserve the structures which have been 
left us by the munificence of our ancestors, do honour to 
the actual state of feeling in our city, and are certainly in 
harmony with the character and views of that good man 
who is the subject of these memoirs, and who, among his 
other benefactions, made a bequest for the repairs of that 
sacred building under which he lies interred. 

Let me be allowed to express a fervent hope that the 
example of these highly interesting and elegant restorations 
to which I have alluded, and which reflect great honour 
on those who have directed and those who have executed 
them, may lead to further architectural improvements and 
decorations of this great city, and that such objects as 
barbarism may have disfigured, or ill-judged parsimony 
may have suffered to fall into decay, may be recalled to 
their pristine elegance and beauty under the reviving 
influence of that good taste which has of late been dis- 
playing itself amongst us. 



It has been already remarked that the desire to preserve 
even the minutest objects which may call up the recol- 
lection of the illustrious dead, the wise and the good of 
former days, is a natural and a laudable sentiment. This 
feeling is noticed in the passages which have been in- 
troduced into these memoirs from Cicero, Bathurst, and 
the eloquent and highly respectable Robert Hall, whose 
talents and character shed a lustre upon the Society to 
whose ministry he belongs* To this sentiment may be 




^ 



78 MEMOIRS OF ALDERMAN WHIT80N. 

traced the anxiety so frequently observed, to collect the 
hand-writing of distinguished persons, and the attempt 
(however fanciful and visionary it may be) to detect in 
their signatures some expression of their moral and intel- 
lectual character. As an additional interest in the memory 
of Alderman Whitson may, possibly, be excited by the 
present edition of his " Meditation,** it will not, perhaps, 
be an unacceptable appendage to these notices if we close 
them with a fac-simile of the autograph of 
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